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NORMAN INVASION AND CONQUEST INTERACTIVE 
 

 

Task: Using all the evidence you have examined, why do you 
think the Normans won the Battle of Hastings? [10 marks] 
 

WRITING FRAME 
  
You are now going to answer the above question by writing an essay! This is a long piece of 
writing. The whole piece of writing must answer the question. You are not writing a story. You 
are explaining the causes of the Normans' success. You will need to think first about how to 
organise your writing into paragraphs. To help you get started we have written the first 
sentence of each paragraph for you. 
 
After writing the heading, copy the first sentence into your book. Then write two or three 
further sentences of your own. Then use the next sentence below to start off a new 
paragraph, and so on. In each paragraph you should try to include all the information and 
examples which you think support that first sentence and an explanation. 
 
Write a brief introduction. Your teacher will help you with this. 

Paragraph one - opening sentence: 
 
"William was a very bold and determined leader who wanted very much to conquer 
England". Now write about why he wanted England so much and give some examples of his 
bravery and determination in the battle. Explain why this helped the Normans to win. 
 
Paragraph two - opening sentence: 
 
"However, Harold was also very unlucky." Now write about the ways in which Harold was 
unlucky e.g. he was in the North at the time when the Normans invaded. Explain why this was a 
problem for Harold. Explain why this helped the Normans to win. 
 
Paragraph three - opening sentence: 
 
"Harold also made some mistakes". Now write about the mistakes which Harold and his troops 
made before and during the battle. Remember to give examples from the sources. Explain why 
this helped the Normans to win. 

Paragraph four- opening sentence: 
Do this paragraph yourself. It should be about what the Normans did to win the battle. 
 

Write a brief conclusion. This should include what you think was the most important reason 
why William won. "I think that the most important reason for Harold's defeat was…" 
Make sure you choose and explain your views carefully! 

Read through your answer carefully and then complete the self-assessment checking grid. 


